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SUBJECT: MEXICAN MINISTER DISCUSSES SELA WITH GOP 

REF: MEXICO 1735 

1. MEXICAN SECRETARY OF NATIONAL PATRIMONY, FRANCISCO 
JAVIER ALEJO LOPEZ, ARRIVED IN ASUNCION MARCH 5 FOR 

A VISIT OF A FEW HOURS TO DISCUSS THE MEXICAN/VENEZUELAN 
INITIATIVE TO CREATE A NEW LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC 
SYSTEM (SELA). THE MEXICAN OFFICIAL WAS RECEIVED BY 
FOREIGN MINISTER SAPENA PASTOR BUT WAS UNABLE TO SEE 
PRESIDENT STROESSNER WHO WAS UNAVAILABLE. DR. ALEJO 
LOPEZ DEPARTED IN THE AFTERNOON FOR BUENOS AIRES AND 
RETURNED TO ASUNCION THE FOLLOWING MORNING, MARCH 6, 
FOR A BRIEF 8 AM AUDIENCE WITH PRESIDENT STROESSNER. 

2. FOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER, 
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SAID, "PRACTICALLY ALL THE COUNTRIES OF LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN HAVE RECEIVED THE IDEA (THE CREATION 
OF SELA) WITH ENTHUSIASM; THEY SUPPORT IT AND AGREE 
THAT WE SHOULD GO FORWARD". HE SAID FURTHER THAT 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAD EXPRESSED HIS "SIMPATIA" CON- 
CERNING THE CREATION OF SELA. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS FROM NEWSMEN, THE MEXICAN 
OFFICIAL STATED THAT SELA "WOULD NOT EXCLUDE THE U.S. 

AND CANADA. BUT HOWEVER WOULD BE A MECHANISM FOR WORK 
AMONG THE COUNTRIES OF LATIN AMERICA - AND THAT AMONG 
THESE ARE ALSO INCLUDED THE NATIONS OF BRITISH ORIGIN 

IN THE CARIBBEAN." "THESE COUNTRIES WANT TO BE CON- 
SIDERED LATIN AMERICANS", HE SAID. 

4. HOWEVER, IN A CONVERSATION FOLLOWING THE MEXICAN S 
AUDIENCE WITH PRESIDENT STROESSNER, A SENIOR GOP OFFICIAL 
TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT DR. ALEJO LOPEZ IN RESPONSE 

TO GOP QUESTIONS HAD STATED THAT SELA WOULD INCLUDE 
THE UNITED STATES AND THUS WOULD NOT FORM A BLOC AGAINST 
THE UNITED STATES. IN RESPONSE TO FURTHER QUESTIONS 
FROM THE AMBASSADOR, THE GOP OFFICIAL INSISTED THAT IT 
WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PROMOTERS OF SELA INTENDED 
TO INCLUDE THE U.S. WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION. 

COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT THE MEXICAN OFFICIAL WAS 
DETERMINED TO PRESENT THE BEST POSSIBLE PICTURE 
OF SELA TO THE GOP AND CONSIDERED IT NECESSARY TO 
MAKE THIS UNUSUAL EXPLANATION REGARDING THE 
QUESTION OF U.S. PARTICIPATION TO ASSUAGE THE 
GOP'S CONCERN OVER JOINING ANY BLOC POSSIBLY DIRECTED 
AGAINST THE U.S. 

LANDAU 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MINISTERIAL VISITS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, ECONOMIC INTEGRATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ASUNCI00888 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750079-0984 
From: ASUNCION 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750378/aaaacsam.tel 

Line Count: 94 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 MEXICO 1735 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 SEP 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <18 DEC 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEXICAN MINISTER DISCUSSES SELA WITH GOP 

TAGS: ECIN, XM, PA, MX, SELA, (STROESSNER, ALFREDO), (SAPENA PASTOR, RAUL), (ALEJO LOPEZ, FRANCISCO J) 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



